
STUDENTS AS  

POSTSECONDARY 

POLICY PARTNERS 



STUDENT VOICE 

SPECTRUM 



DO YOU AGREE? 

Students in my community are taken seriously as 

problem-solving partners. 



DEFINING 

STUDENT VOICE 



WORKING DEFINITION 

STUDENT VOICE = 

Supporting students to influence their own education 

within and beyond the classroom. 



WHAT DOES STUDENT VOICE LOOK LIKE? 



WHO WE ARE 

Approximately 70 members 

Statewide 

Ages 14-19 

Self-selected 

Skew high-achieving 



WHAT WE DO 

Elevate informed student voice 

 

Support students as partners to  

improve Kentucky schools 



RESEARCH AND OUTREACH 



VOICES FROM THE FRONT 



OUR MODEL 

Youth and 
Adult 

Partnerships 

Deliberative 
Design 

Frame the 
Narrative 

Learning 
Anywhere 

Integrated 
Audiences 



YOUTH AND ADULT PARTNERSHIPS 



DELIBERATIVE DESIGN PROCESS 



LEARNING ANYWHERE, ANYTIME 



OWNING THE NARRATIVE 



TARGETING INTEGRATED AUDIENCES 



THE 

POSTSECONDARY 

PROJECT 



WHAT WE DID 

Year-long investigation  

Report and Op-Ed Package 

Boots-on-the-Ground Dissemination 

 

 

 



YEAR-LONG INVESTIGATION 

 

 

 



DEDICATED TEAM 





COURIER-JOURNAL 

OP-ED PACKAGE 
 



GETTING OUT THERE 

 

 

 



WHAT WE FOUND 

 

 

 



TRIPWIRES 

1. Birthright Lottery 

2. Veiled College Costs 

3. College Un-readiness 



WHY STUDENTS AS  

POSTSECONDARY POLICY PARTNERS? 

● Amazing Messengers 

● The Bridge 

● Most Skin in the Game 



Q & A 
 

 

 



@PCStuVoiceTeam 

prichardcommittee.org/studentvoiceteam 

studentvoiceteam@prichardcommittee.org 
 


